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and scientific purposes In Serbia and transferred
the remainder of his property to Columbia Uni-
versity, subject to some life-interests. The
physics laboratory at Columbia is named in his
honor.

He was a large, strong man who had worked
hard physically in his youth and was always
attracted by athletics. With the exception of
the period in 1896 his health was excellent until
he was seventy years old, when partial paralysis
of his legs confined him to his home, where he
had various contrivances of his own invention
to aid him in moving about On Mar. 12, 1935,
exactly sixty-one years to a day since his setting
sail for America, he died of uremic poisoning
at the Medical Center, New York City.

[Bergen Davis, in Nat. Acad. Sci. Biog. Memoirs,
vol. XIX (1938), containing bibliog. of Pupin's writ-
ings and li-t of patents awarded him; D. C. Jackson.
Proc. Am. Acad Arts and Sci., vol. LXXII (1938);
C. F. Scott, in ^Hi. Jos.r. of Sci., June 1935; A. P.
Wills, in Science, May 17, 1935; Columbia Univ.
Quart., June 1935 , Electrical Engineering, Apr. 1935;
Proc. Institute of Radio Engineers, May 1935; John
Frits Medal. Biog. of Michael Idvorsky Pupin, Medal-
ist for 1932 (1932) ; Who's Who in America, 1934-
35 ; N. Y. Times j Mar. 13, 14, 1935; twenty-five years'
personal acquaintance.]                 ALQIS R KoVAEIK

PURNELL, BENJAMIN (Mar. 27, 1861-
Dec. 16, 1927), founder of the House of David,
was born of obscure parents in Mayville, Ky.,
and was christened Benjamin Franklin. His
parents belonged to a peculiar religious group
known as Carmelites. Benjamin had little school-
ing, always affected to despise education, and
learned the trade of broom-making. At sixteen
he married Angelina Brown, daughter of a
farmer, and two years later deserted her and
their child. A suit for divorce was filed but
never prosecuted. About 1880 he and Mary Stol-
lard, who later figured as the "Queen" of the
House of David, declared themselves husband
and wife.

The cult of the Seven Angelic Messengers,
based on the seventh verse of the tenth chapter
of Revelation, had begun in England with Joanna
Southcott in 1792. One of her followers, John
Wroe, 1782-1863, separated from the main body
and founded the Christian Israelites; he had
followers in America and Australia, a few of
whom remained until Purnell's time. Michael
Mills of Detroit had proclaimed himself the
Seventh Messenger but was convicted on a crim-
inal charge. Benjamin had been a member of
Mills's colony from 1892, working at his trade,
preaching extensively, and making converts. On
Mar. 12, 1895, he proclaimed himself the Sev-
enth Messenger, was expelled for disloyalty to
Mills, and spent the next seven years as a roving
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evangelist. In 1902 he completed The Star of
Bethl-ehem, in which his doctrines were set forth,
and he and Mary settled in Benton Harbor,
Mich. A family of carriage makers who became
his followers turned over their property to the
amount of $75,000, with which the House of
David was established. In 1913 the colony was
augmented by the remaining eighty-six Aus-
tralian followers of John Wroe. Several smaller
groups from England and Australia were added
later. Numerous preachers scoured the country,
and the membership of the colony soon reached
its maximum of five hundred. The property and
earnings of the members were turned over to the
common fund and its estimated value was as
high as $375,000. The estate consisted of resi-
dences, farms, shops, and at least one hotel. The
people of the community consisted for the most
part of respectable, law-abiding citizens. Its or-
chestras and ball teams were famous, and its
men were distinguished by their flowing locks
and beards, all hair-cutting and shaving being
forbidden.

Benjamin proclaimed himself the Seventh Mes-
senger and the younger brother of Christ. His
mission, he declared, was to assemble 144,000
males and the same number of females, who
should never die. He taught that the Millen-
nium was to begin in 1906 and explained its
failure to appear by various scriptural interpre-
tations. He taught that all evil originates in sex
and forbade all sexual relations, even among
married people. Immortality could only be at-
tained by eliminating all evil from the blood.
He exacted confession and strict obedience from
all, and many of his followers believed him to
be God. He taught that he would rise on the
third day, and this declaration many of his fol-
lowers believed implicitly. After his death his
body was kept until the fourth day.

The House of David had never been popular
in Michigan; as early as 1908 it had been at-
tacked by a mob, and suits to recover property
had been instituted by former members. In 1910
twenty group-marriages of girls who were evi-
dently forced into matrimony to shield the Mes-
senger occurred, and nineteen similar marriages
took place in subsequent years. Pamphlets were
issued advising perjury in case of investigation.
Writs were issued for PurneH's arrest, but he
had disappeared by the end of 1922, and he
avoided two raids the following year. On Nov.
19, 1926, however, he was arrested. The trial,
which extended over a period of three months,
began May 16, 1927. Testimony against him
was given by numerous girls. By decree of die
court he was banished from the colony, was for-
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